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Esther

The book of Esther falls between chapter 
six and seven of the book of Ezra. It offers 
a close-up of the Jews who choose to 
remain in exile under the Persians. The 
focal point is a courageous woman named 
Esther who uses her position as Queen to 
help her people. The purpose of this book 
was to record a historical account of the 
beginning of the feast of Purim that 
commemorates GodÕs deliverance.



Esther

I.  The Feast of Ahasuerus (1-4).

II. The First Feast of Esther (5-6).

III. The Second Feast of Esther (7).

IV. The Feast of Purim (8-10).



Feast of Ahasuerus
¥ Queen Vashti is removed for refusing to 

be displayed for the kings friends.

¥ Esther wins a Òbeauty contestÓ and is 
installed as Queen of Persia.

¥ Mordecai demonstrates his loyalty by 
saving the king.

¥ Haman issues a decree to kill the Jews.

¥ Mordecai asks Esther to intervene.



Esther's 1st Feast
¥ Esther threw a party for the King and his 

trusted advisor Haman.

¥ Haman is prideful, but his arrogance is 
confronted by MordecaiÕs lack of respect. 

¥ Haman has a 50 foot gallow built for 
Mordecai.

¥ The King honors Mordecai when it is 
discovered he was given no reward for 
saving the King.



Esther's 2nd Feast

¥ Esther revealed HamanÕs plan to kill all 
the Jews.

¥ Haman was hanged from the gallows he 
built for Mordecai.



Feast of Purim

¥ Mordecai replaced Haman as the 
advisor to the King.

¥ Esther begged the King to prevent his 
earlier decree to kill the Jews.

¥ The Jews were given permission to 
defend themselves.

¥ The Jews celebrate this deliverance 
with the feast of Purim.


